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CRIME IN WESTERN AUSTRALIA – 1999-2000 
Statement by Minister for Police 

MR PRINCE (Albany - Minister for Police) [2.03 pm]:  I have said in this place for some time now that the 
crime rate in Western Australia has shown a stabilising and even a reducing trend over the past few years.  The 
crime statistics that I am tabling today include figures for each police district and region as well as for the State 
for the June 2000 quarter and the 1999-2000 financial year. 

I am pleased to say that for the financial year ending June 2000, the total number of reported offences in Western 
Australia remained stable, falling by 316 or 0.1 per cent.  Over the same period, the clearance rate fell by 2 944 
or 1.1 per cent.  This reinforces the positive figures released by the Australian Bureau of Statistics earlier this 
year, which showed the rate of crime in 1999 reduced by 5.5 per cent over the previous year.  Indeed, since the 
coalition came into office in 1993, the crime rate has increased by only 3.4 per cent when indexed to the 
population.  On raw figures, the crime rate has increased by 15.8 per cent over this time, which represents an 
average increase of only 2.2 per cent per annum.  These figures show the true picture that crime in Western 
Australia is not spiralling out of control as the Labor Party would have us believe.  Rather, the continuing efforts 
by the dedicated officers of the Western Australia Police Service as well as the crime prevention programs 
implemented by the Government are working effectively to maintain a Safer WA.   

The community ought to be congratulated for its assistance in providing the police with quality information, 
particularly through Crime Stoppers, which is then used for intelligence purposes to solve crime.  This 
community partnership, which the Police Service has been fostering in earnest since the mid-1990s, is reaping 
rewards for Western Australia.  These rewards are being realised in the form of decreased crime rates in key 
categories such as car theft, which fell by 9.2 per cent; armed robbery by 15.1 per cent; unarmed robbery by 9.4 
per cent; sexual assault by 22.5 per cent; and graffiti by 15.6 per cent.  Conversely, there were recorded increases 
in home burglary by 4.2 per cent; stealing by 6.7 per cent; arson by 17.4 per cent; stalking by 21.4 per cent; and 
breach of restraining order by 12.6 per cent.  

The slight drop in clearances is - while not cause for great concern - a trend that must be monitored.  The Police 
Service has gradually but steadily increased its clearance rate over the past few years and this needs to continue.  
Crime and clearance statistics varied around the State, with the Midland, Kimberley and Fremantle police 
districts showing the most encouraging signs.  In Midland, the crime rate fell by 10.1 per cent, in the Kimberley 
by 13.2 per cent and in Fremantle by 8.1 per cent. 

The Albany and Kalgoorlie districts recorded increases in reported crime of 19.4 per cent and 19.8 per cent 
respectively.  Despite the relatively low number of crimes committed in these districts, this increase is a concern 
and greater crime prevention effort needs to be applied. 

The Narrogin and Meekatharra districts demonstrated the greatest gains in clearance rates with increases of 15.1 
per cent and 8.7 per cent respectively.  Kalgoorlie was the only district to record a significant reduction in 
clearances, at 6.2 per cent. 

It is clear that there remains room for improvement in these figures through greater community involvement. 
Accordingly, I urge all Western Australian citizens to take an active interest in crime prevention by joining their 
local Safer WA committee and becoming partners with the Police Service in creating a safer and more secure 
Western Australia. 

I table the Recorded Offence Statistics for the June 2000 quarter. 

[See paper No 113.] 
 


